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Polar’s Plant Department has been busy this spring plowing 
new facilities to subscribers.

The 2008 Polar budget includes $3.9 million dollars in outside 
plant rebuild projects. Each year Polar continues to make 
network improvements, investing in your communities and the 
vitality of North Dakota. 

“Although we’ve had a late Spring, construction is on  
track and going very well,” said Karl Blake, Chief  
Operations Officer. 

The construction upgrade project for 2008 includes the 
communities of Edinburg, Neche, Pembina, Fordville, Adams, 
Brocket & Edmore. Cutovers to these new facilities will begin 
in the fall of 2008 and continue into the spring of 2009. This 
upgrade includes bringing services such as High Speed Internet 
and Cable TV into the rural areas.  

Polar will be closed 
Friday, July 4th.  
We will reopen  

Saturday, July 5th  
at 8:00am.

Have a safe  
and happy  

Independence Day!
The Polar Retiree Scholarship was awarded to Jeffrey 
Aakhus of Deer Creek, MN, who was not present to receive 
his scholarship.

The 2008 John G. Walters Scholarships were presented to 
the following: Kali Shephard of Crystal, Jenna Hanson of 
Cavalier, Dianna Niemann of Crystal, and Hali Flanagan of 
Mountain. Billy Thompson of Park River was not present 
to receive his scholarship.  

The 2008 FRS Scholarships were presented to the following:  
Rachel Zahradka of Lawton and Brittney Zahradka  
of Lankin.  

Polar Communications presented the Business of The Year 
Award to Bernice Flanagan of the Edinburg General Store, 
located in Edinburg.

Service awards were presented to the following Polar 
directors: 5 years – Peter K. McKenzie; 10 years – Joe 
Torgerson.

Secretary-Treasurer Beverly Jensen reported to  
the members.

Several prize drawings were held throughout  
the meeting.

Bolt LockBox Makes Backing Up Files Easy
One of your most important assets is your data and 
protecting it is vital. Bolt LockBox makes it easy to 
backup your files.

Bolt LockBox is easy to use, computer backup software 
that continuously monitors your selected files and backs 
them up whenever they change. Your data is stored in 
an offsite, state-of-the-art data center. All information is 
encrypted using the strongest method available before it 
leaves your computer. 

There are no files to upload or tasks to remember, in fact, 
you’ll probably never notice that the online computer 
backup software is running. The process happens only 
when your PC is idle, and it automatically pauses when 
the mouse or keyboard is in use. There is no worry if 
the remote online backup gets interrupted - this process 
resumes later, once the computer is again idle, picking 
up exactly where it left off.

You’ll have instant access to your files from any 
computer that has a web browser. Get your files from 
home at work or your files from work at home. Friends 
and family can even access your files via a password 
you provide them. Sharing photos and large documents 
couldn’t be easier!

Start protecting your data today!

Just $4.95 for the first GB and $2.50  
for each additional GB per month.

Sign up for Bolt LockBox between  
July1-31 and receive free  
installation and your first  
GB free for 3 months!  

That’s almost $25 in savings!

Annual Meeting Held  continued from cover

Steinke Named President – Dahl Elected to 
Polar Board of Directors

Ron SteinkeLori Dahl Kelly McKenzie Amber MeyerBeverly Jensen Ike Meberg

Polar held it’s Annual Meeting on Thursday 
evening, June 5th, 2008 at the Park River  
High School.  

Lori Dahl of Lakota was elected for the District 
3 position vacated by Brian Udby of Lankin 
due to term limits. Re-elected from District 
1 was Beverly Jensen of Drayton and from 
District 2 was Ike Meberg of Park River.  

During a board reorganizational meeting 
following the Annual Meeting, Ron Steinke of 
Cavalier was elected President, Beverly Jensen 
of Drayton was elected Vice President, Peter 
“Kelly” McKenzie of Michigan was elected 
Secretary/Treasurer, and Amber Meyer of 
St. Thomas was elected Assistant Secretary/
Treasurer. Peter “Kelly” McKenzie will represent 
Polar on the ND Telephone Company Board 
of Directors.

Summer Construction – Network Updates

The Annual Members Meeting of Polar 
Communications was held on Thursday, June 
5, 2008. A total of 339 members registered 
during the meeting.  Members and guests were 
served a meal prior to the meeting.

Dan Stenvold, Mayor of Park River, welcomed 
the attendees to Park River, Steve Kordahl of 
the Park River Bible Camp gave the invocation 
and Lt. Governor Jack Dalrymple addressed 
the membership.

President Brian Udby conducted the meeting.  
General Manager/CEO David Dunning and 
President Brian Udby gave a joint presentation 
to the members. 

Three directors were elected to Polar’s board 
of directors. Beverly Jensen of Drayton will 
represent District 1; Eric “Ike” Meberg of Park 
River will represent District 2; and Lori Dahl 
of Lakota will represent District 3. All three 
directors will serve a three-year term.

Polar Holds 2008 Annual Meeting

continued on page 5

Brian Udby and  
Business of the  
Year recipient  

Bernice Flanagan.

Members gather for 
the annual meeting.

Lt. Governor Jack 
Dalrymple (center) 
visits with Polar CEO 
David Dunning (left) 

and ND Assn. of  
Telecommunications 

Coop Executive  
Director David  
Crothers (right).
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•	In early 2009, broadcast television will complete a transition 
	 from analog to digital technology?

•	Digital television, or DTV, will provide and interference-free 
	 signal and make new services possible?

•	If you own a traditional analog TV set, it may no longer 
	 work unless you take action?

After February 17, 2009, a television receiver with only 
an analog broadcast tuner will require a converter box to 
receive full power over-the-air broadcasts with an antenna 
because of the Nation’s transition to digital broadcasting. 
Analog-only TV’s should continue to work as before to 
receive low power, Class A or translator television stations 
and with cable and satellite TV services, gaming consoles, 
VCR’s, DVD players and similar products.

DTV is advanced technology that allows broadcasters to  
provide higher quality pictures and sound, as well as  
advanced services such as transmission of multiple video  
streams or other data over a single channel. DTV also makes  
more efficient use of the airwaves, and the Federal 
Communications Commission will make the airwaves 
that are freed up by this transition available for advanced 
communications services for commercial and public  
safety use.

The transition to DTV is underway now, and it is not too 
early to start preparing.

A television revolution is underway – you may  
have to take action to continue watching your  
favorite shows.

How do I know if I’m ready for the DTV transition?
If you subscribe to Polar Cablevisions’s TV services, there 
is nothing for you to do except to enjoy your favorite 
programming after the switch to digital TV (DTV). Polar 
will take care of the transition for you!

Will I still be able to use my analog television set?
If you rely on an outside antenna or indoor “rabbit ears” to 
receive broadcasting signals through your analog television, 
you can use a digitalto-analog converter. If you analog 
television is connected to a set-top box provided by Polar, 
then you will need a separate converter.

How do I tell if I have an analog or digital television set?
Since March 1, 2007, all new TV sets have been required to 
include a digital receiver. In addition, since May 25, 2007, 

retailers have been required by law to prominently label 
any analog-only TV remaining in stock.

If you have an older TV, then you should check the labeling 
on the TV set or the manual that came with the TV to 
determine if it has a digital tuner. If you still are unable to 
determine what type of tuner you have, you should ask 
your electronics retailer or the manufacturer for information 
about your specific TV model.

What if I have a “Digital Ready” or “HDTV Ready” TV?
These labels do not mean you have a digital receiver. You 
will likely need a separate set-top box with a tuner in order 
to view DTV programs.

How can I obtain a digital-to-analog converter?
If you require digital-to-analog converters for your 
analog TV’s, you may purchase them from your  
electronics retailer.

In order to assist you with the transition to DTV, Congress 
has established a program administered by the National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration to help 
with the purchase of converter boxes. Between January 1, 
2008 and March 31, 2009, each US household is eligible to 
obtain up to two coupons worth $40.00 each to be used 
towards the purchase of certain converters at participating 
retailers. You should not request your coupons until you 
are ready to buy your converters, since the coupons expire 
90 days after they are issued.

How can I learn more?

To learn more about DTV: www.dtv.gov • 888.835.5322

To learn more about the special converter box program: 
www.ntia.doc.gov/dtvcoupon • 888.388.2009 • 800.284.7222

Hi! I’m Evan Eide from Portland, ND. Polar Communications 
sponsored my trip to Washington, D.C. The 2008 
Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) Youth Tour was great! 
While at our nation’s capital, I acquired memories that 
will last a lifetime. I made many new friends from all 
across the country. The sightseeing was excellent as well. 
My favorite places to see were the Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Lincoln monument, and Mount Vernon. 
We also saw the National Cathedral, the Capitol, the 
Smithsonian Museums, and many monuments that stood 
as a testament to our soldiers’ valor and bravery in war. 
Educational sessions were a key component of the trip. We 
were taught about the importance of telecommunications 
in rural communities today and how advances in 
telecommunications will necessitate significant changes in 
our future lives and workplaces. We also gained insight 
into the Federal Communications Commission and the 
duties of an intern (or page) on Capitol Hill. Overall, the 
trip was an awesome experience I’ll never forget. Thank 
you to Polar Communications and to all those responsible 
for making this trip a successful event. 
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2008 Scholarship Recipients
Polar Communications scholarships were presented to 
recipients at the Annual Meeting on June 5. 

Rural Service Scholarships
The recipients of the 
Foundation for Rural Service 
Scholarships are Brittney 
Zahradka of Lankin and 
Rachel Zahradka of Lawton. 
FRS contributes $2000 and 
Polar adds $500 for a total 
award of $2500.

This year FRS is awarding 30 scholarships to high school 
seniors throughout rural America; a total of 1,250 applications 
were received.

Jessica Wellman Joins Polar
Jessica Wellman began her employment 
with Polar on March 6, 2008 as the newest 
Customer Service Representative. Jessica’s 
duties include providing outstanding 
customer service, both in person and over 
the phone, answering customer inquiries 
and assisting customers with services such 
as telephone, cable TV, Internet and cellular. 
Jessica currently resides in Cavalier. Jessica Wellman

GET THE SCOOP  
BEFORE YOU DIG.

Youth Tour

Polar Retiree Scholarship
The Polar Retiree Scholarship recipient of $1500 is Jeffrey 
Aakhus from Deer Creek, MN. The Retiree scholarship is 
awarded to students who, upon completion of college, intend 
to work in the telecommunication industry within the state of 
North Dakota.

L-R: Kali Shephard, Jenna Hanson, Dianna Niemann, 
Hali Flanagan. Not pictured: Billy Thompson

L-R: Rachel Zahradka, Brittney ZahradkaFREE INSTALLATION
on High Speed Internet!

Summer goes by too fast. 
Don’t spend your time waiting 
for dial-up. Sign up for Polar’s 
High Speed Internet and give 
yourself more time to enjoy 
summer!

Sign up by June 30, 2008 and 
we’ll install it for FREE,
that’s up to a $125 savings!

701.284.7221
800.284.7222

www.thinkpolar.com

Limited time offer, where available. 
Some restrictions apply. Call for details.

Summer goes fast...
your Internet can too!

John G. Walters Scholarship
The John G. Walters Scholarship is awarded to five local 
High School Seniors. This year’s winners of $500 each are 
Kali Shephard, Crystal; Jenna Hanson, Cavalier; Dianna 
Niemann, Crystal; Billy Thompson, Park River and Hali 
Flanagan, Mountain.

Careless digging causes disruption of vital 
services and environmental damage, even 
injury or loss of life. So please, become a 
partner in damage prevention and prevent 
expensive repair costs. Call before you dig. 
Wait the required amount of time. Respect 
the marks and dig with care. 

ND One Call – 1.800.795.0555
Gopher State One Call – 1.800.252.1166
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July  
Cellular  
Special coming –
watch for more  
information!

Digital TVDid you know...
• In early 2009, broadcast television will complete a transition from analog  
 to digital technology?
• Digital television, or DTV, will provide and interference-free signal and  
 make new services possible?
• If you own a traditional analog TV set, it may no longer work unless you  
 take action?

On February 17, 2009, full-power analog television broadcasts will cease 
and many TV sets will no longer be able to receive over-the-air signals. That 
date will mark the completion of a transition to digital TV, or DTV, mandated 
by Congress.

DTV is advanced technology that allows broadcasters to provide 
higher quality pictures and sound, as well as advanced services such as 
transmission of multiple video streams or other data over a single channel. 
DTV also makes more e�cient use of the airwaves, and the Federal 
Communications Commission will make the airwaves that are freed up 
by this transition available for advanced communications services for 
commercial and public safety use.

The transition to DTV is underway now, and it is not too early to start 
preparing.

To learn more about DTV:
www.dtv.gov
888.835.5322

To learn more about the special 
converter box program:
www.ntia.doc.gov/dtvcoupon
888.388.2009

How can I learn more?

www.thinkpolar.com
800.284.7222
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in rural communities today and how advances in 
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2008 Scholarship Recipients
Polar Communications scholarships were presented to 
recipients at the Annual Meeting on June 5. 

Rural Service Scholarships
The recipients of the 
Foundation for Rural Service 
Scholarships are Brittney 
Zahradka of Lankin and 
Rachel Zahradka of Lawton. 
FRS contributes $2000 and 
Polar adds $500 for a total 
award of $2500.

This year FRS is awarding 30 scholarships to high school 
seniors throughout rural America; a total of 1,250 applications 
were received.

Jessica Wellman Joins Polar
Jessica Wellman began her employment 
with Polar on March 6, 2008 as the newest 
Customer Service Representative. Jessica’s 
duties include providing outstanding 
customer service, both in person and over 
the phone, answering customer inquiries 
and assisting customers with services such 
as telephone, cable TV, Internet and cellular. 
Jessica currently resides in Cavalier. Jessica Wellman
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BEFORE YOU DIG.

Youth Tour

Polar Retiree Scholarship
The Polar Retiree Scholarship recipient of $1500 is Jeffrey 
Aakhus from Deer Creek, MN. The Retiree scholarship is 
awarded to students who, upon completion of college, intend 
to work in the telecommunication industry within the state of 
North Dakota.

L-R: Kali Shephard, Jenna Hanson, Dianna Niemann, 
Hali Flanagan. Not pictured: Billy Thompson

L-R: Rachel Zahradka, Brittney ZahradkaFREE INSTALLATION
on High Speed Internet!

Summer goes by too fast. 
Don’t spend your time waiting 
for dial-up. Sign up for Polar’s 
High Speed Internet and give 
yourself more time to enjoy 
summer!

Sign up by June 30, 2008 and 
we’ll install it for FREE,
that’s up to a $125 savings!
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www.thinkpolar.com

Limited time offer, where available. 
Some restrictions apply. Call for details.

Summer goes fast...
your Internet can too!

John G. Walters Scholarship
The John G. Walters Scholarship is awarded to five local 
High School Seniors. This year’s winners of $500 each are 
Kali Shephard, Crystal; Jenna Hanson, Cavalier; Dianna 
Niemann, Crystal; Billy Thompson, Park River and Hali 
Flanagan, Mountain.

Careless digging causes disruption of vital 
services and environmental damage, even 
injury or loss of life. So please, become a 
partner in damage prevention and prevent 
expensive repair costs. Call before you dig. 
Wait the required amount of time. Respect 
the marks and dig with care. 

ND One Call – 1.800.795.0555
Gopher State One Call – 1.800.252.1166
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Polar’s Plant Department has been busy this spring plowing 
new facilities to subscribers.

The 2008 Polar budget includes $3.9 million dollars in outside 
plant rebuild projects. Each year Polar continues to make 
network improvements, investing in your communities and the 
vitality of North Dakota. 

“Although we’ve had a late Spring, construction is on  
track and going very well,” said Karl Blake, Chief  
Operations Officer. 

The construction upgrade project for 2008 includes the 
communities of Edinburg, Neche, Pembina, Fordville, Adams, 
Brocket & Edmore. Cutovers to these new facilities will begin 
in the fall of 2008 and continue into the spring of 2009. This 
upgrade includes bringing services such as High Speed Internet 
and Cable TV into the rural areas.  

Polar will be closed 
Friday, July 4th.  
We will reopen  

Saturday, July 5th  
at 8:00am.

Have a safe  
and happy  

Independence Day!
The Polar Retiree Scholarship was awarded to Jeffrey 
Aakhus of Deer Creek, MN, who was not present to receive 
his scholarship.

The 2008 John G. Walters Scholarships were presented to 
the following: Kali Shephard of Crystal, Jenna Hanson of 
Cavalier, Dianna Niemann of Crystal, and Hali Flanagan of 
Mountain. Billy Thompson of Park River was not present 
to receive his scholarship.  

The 2008 FRS Scholarships were presented to the following:  
Rachel Zahradka of Lawton and Brittney Zahradka  
of Lankin.  

Polar Communications presented the Business of The Year 
Award to Bernice Flanagan of the Edinburg General Store, 
located in Edinburg.

Service awards were presented to the following Polar 
directors: 5 years – Peter K. McKenzie; 10 years – Joe 
Torgerson.

Secretary-Treasurer Beverly Jensen reported to  
the members.

Several prize drawings were held throughout  
the meeting.

Bolt LockBox Makes Backing Up Files Easy
One of your most important assets is your data and 
protecting it is vital. Bolt LockBox makes it easy to 
backup your files.

Bolt LockBox is easy to use, computer backup software 
that continuously monitors your selected files and backs 
them up whenever they change. Your data is stored in 
an offsite, state-of-the-art data center. All information is 
encrypted using the strongest method available before it 
leaves your computer. 

There are no files to upload or tasks to remember, in fact, 
you’ll probably never notice that the online computer 
backup software is running. The process happens only 
when your PC is idle, and it automatically pauses when 
the mouse or keyboard is in use. There is no worry if 
the remote online backup gets interrupted - this process 
resumes later, once the computer is again idle, picking 
up exactly where it left off.

You’ll have instant access to your files from any 
computer that has a web browser. Get your files from 
home at work or your files from work at home. Friends 
and family can even access your files via a password 
you provide them. Sharing photos and large documents 
couldn’t be easier!

Start protecting your data today!

Just $4.95 for the first GB and $2.50  
for each additional GB per month.

Sign up for Bolt LockBox between  
July1-31 and receive free  
installation and your first  
GB free for 3 months!  

That’s almost $25 in savings!
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evening, June 5th, 2008 at the Park River  
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Lori Dahl of Lakota was elected for the District 
3 position vacated by Brian Udby of Lankin 
due to term limits. Re-elected from District 
1 was Beverly Jensen of Drayton and from 
District 2 was Ike Meberg of Park River.  

During a board reorganizational meeting 
following the Annual Meeting, Ron Steinke of 
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of Drayton was elected Vice President, Peter 
“Kelly” McKenzie of Michigan was elected 
Secretary/Treasurer, and Amber Meyer of 
St. Thomas was elected Assistant Secretary/
Treasurer. Peter “Kelly” McKenzie will represent 
Polar on the ND Telephone Company Board 
of Directors.
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during the meeting.  Members and guests were 
served a meal prior to the meeting.

Dan Stenvold, Mayor of Park River, welcomed 
the attendees to Park River, Steve Kordahl of 
the Park River Bible Camp gave the invocation 
and Lt. Governor Jack Dalrymple addressed 
the membership.

President Brian Udby conducted the meeting.  
General Manager/CEO David Dunning and 
President Brian Udby gave a joint presentation 
to the members. 

Three directors were elected to Polar’s board 
of directors. Beverly Jensen of Drayton will 
represent District 1; Eric “Ike” Meberg of Park 
River will represent District 2; and Lori Dahl 
of Lakota will represent District 3. All three 
directors will serve a three-year term.

Polar Holds 2008 Annual Meeting
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Brian Udby and  
Business of the  
Year recipient  

Bernice Flanagan.

Members gather for 
the annual meeting.

Lt. Governor Jack 
Dalrymple (center) 
visits with Polar CEO 
David Dunning (left) 

and ND Assn. of  
Telecommunications 

Coop Executive  
Director David  
Crothers (right).


