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Polar Earns 2015 Smart
Rural Community Award

OB

Scott Leitzel, Twin Valley Telephone General Manager and Shirley Bloomfield, NTCA CEO, present Smart Rural
Community Award to David Dunning, General Manager/CEO of Polar Communications (center).

NTCA-The Rural Broadband Association, the premier national association representing
nearly 900 independent, community-based telecommunications companies, recognized
12 companies in rural areas of the United States that have earned Smart Rural Community
Showcase awards as part of the association’s initiative to highlight efforts that make rural
communities vibrant places in which to live and do business. Polar Communications was

one of the chosen winners.

“It is an honor to be selected for this prestigious award, said David Dunning, General
Manager/CEQ of Polar Communications. Our goal has always been to bring our customers

the best technology to our rural area and we are excited to be in such good company.”

The goal of the NTCA Smart Rural Community initiative is to foster the development
of smart communities throughout rural America and Canada by encouraging innovative
implementation of broadband solutions and access to next-generation applications for

distance learning, telehealth services, public safety and security.
Continued on page 3



Polar Completes 100% Fiber Network in 2015 -
Moves Forward to Approve 2016 Budget
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Polar Communications Board Members and CEO join the construction crew for the last mile of fiber plowed in the service area.

Top Row - L to R: Brian Udby, President Ron Steinke, General Manager/CEO Dave Dunning, Lori Dahl, Jon McMillan, and Chris Nelson.
Bottom Row - L to R: Cindy Hejl, Amber Meyer, and Beverly Jensen.

Not Pictured: Joe Torgerson

The 2016 capital budget was approved by Polar’s Board of Directors at the November board meeting. From 2005-2015 the focus
of this budget has been on building the company’s fiber network. Polar Communications announced recently that its fiber network
is now 100% complete. For ten years the company has dedicated each construction season to bringing fiber to every residence and

business in its service territory.

“Building this network has taken a lot of planning and coordinating,” said David Dunning, General Manger/CEQ of Polar
Communications. “There is still a void across the US in data infrastructure, so we are very proud of our fiber network in rural

North Dakota.”

Broadband was a luxury in the late 90’s, however it is now a necessity for running a business. Fiber optic connectivity is the fastest and
most reliable, which is necessary for the applications available today.

“Since starting this project in 2005, our goal has always been to bring our customers the caliber of service they will need in the
future,” said Ron Steinke, Polar Communications Board President. “The team at Polar Communications has put us right where we

need to be.”

The last phase of this project will include splicing and cutting over the remaining customers to the fiber network, now that placing
the fiber in the ground has been completed. The final work will continue through the spring of 2016. Next year’s budget consists of
enhancing the network capacity through Dense Wave Division Multiplexing optical technology.



Smart Rural Community

continued from page 1

Smart Rural Community provides educational programming,
matching grant resources and an award program to recognize top-
performing communities. NTCA recognized member companies

that embody Smart Rural Community principles. SM

The following broadband providers received national recognition:
Arvig (Perham, Minn.)
Big Bend Telephone Co. (Alpine, Texas) @

Citizens Mutual Telephone Cooperative (Bloomfield, lowa) — A™nd —
Endeavor CommunicPations (CloF:/erdale, Ind.) N@‘T&mﬁ%w
Lakeland Communications Group (Milltown, Wis.)

Madison Telephone Co. (Staunton, IlI.)

NineStar Connect (Greenfield, Ind.)

Paul Bunyan Communications (Bemidji, Minn.)

Polar Communications Mutual Aid Corp. (Park River, N.D.)

Rainbow Telecommunications Association (Everest, Kan.)

South Slope Cooperative Communications (North Liberty, lowa)
Tri-County Telephone Association (Council Grove, Kan.)

NTCA Smart Rural Community award
recipients were recognized at a gathering
of more than 1,500 rural telecom leaders
in Boston. In addition to receiving

national and local recognition for their
extraordinary efforts, the selected Smart
Rural Community award recipients will
join recipients of prior years awards to
formulate best practices and assist other
rural communities in the implementation
of innovative broadband-enabled solutions
to drive economic and community strength
in rural areas throughout the nation.

Watch for this sign coming to your area soon.

Win great prizes!

JOIN OUR FREE
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
CONTEST!

Games start

PLAY THE
POLAR BOWL
CHALLENGE

Pick the winning teams of
this year's bowl games and you
could win a great prize from Polar.

N POLAR

Sign up at:
polarbowlchallenge.com
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2015 Service Awards

Six employees and two directors were recognized for

their years of service at the annual Christmas dinner in
December. We would like to congratulate all of them and
thank them for their years of loyal and dedicated service in

the telecommunications industry.

Employees

JODY TIBERT BOBBI BROUILLARD BOB HOFFARTH
5 YEARS 10 YEARS 10 YEARS

CAROL LAHAISE JON RUSSELL ROGER HAHN
10 YEARS 10 YEARS 35 YEARS
Directors

RON STEINKE BEVERLY JENSEN
18 YEARS 18 YEARS

Polar Employees
Donate $2100 to
Edinburg Quick
Response
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Polar Employee Wendy Machart’s charity of choice was drawn as this year’s donation
recipient. Wendy is pictured with Edinburg Quick Response Secretary/Treasuerer
Chuck Kartes, Vice-President Suzy Kartes and President Pete Thinglestad.

Each year Polar employees have the opportunity to take

part in the Casual Clothes for Charity program. Every

Friday those participating are allowed to wear jeans for

$1. The total money collected this year was $2,100. All
participating employees submitted a charity of their choice
for the funds to be given to. One charity was randomly drawn,
and this year’s recipient is Edinburg Quick Response.

Other charities submitted for the drawing include the Hoople
Rural Fire Department, Walsh County Salvation Army, Walsh
Winners 4-H Club, Mountain Fire Department, Crystal
Quick Response, Lankin Fire Department, PRAS High School
Music Department, Lyric Theater, Pregnancy Help Center,
Park River Bible Camp, Park River Baseball Boosters, Walsh
County 4-H Program, Adams Fire Department, Walsh
County Food Pantry, Walsh County Toys for Tots, Edinburg
Fire Department and Park River Hockey Boosters

Polar employees are happy to have this opportunity to give
back to the communities in which they live and work!



Scholarship Opportunities Available from Polar

In support of continuing education for rural youth, Polar
Communications and its subsidiaries are pleased to offer
high school and college students the opportunity to

apply for the following scholarships. Applications can be

found online at www.thinkpolar.com/scholarships.

Polar’s John G. Walters Scholarship:

Five $1,000 scholarships will be issued to graduating high school
seniors from our service area who plan to continue their education
at an accredited 2-year or 4-year college/university or vocational-
technical school. Parents or guardians must be Polar customers.

Polar’s Leadership Scholarship:

Polar Communications, in cooperation with its retired
employees, offers the Polar Leadership Scholarship. This $2,000
scholarship will be awarded to students who are involved in their
school, serve their communities, achieve leadership roles in
activities, functions or organizations, and strive to reach their
highest potential. Other considerations include any work/
internship experience outside of school. Applicants must be

a senior in high school or freshman or sophomore in college

and their parents or guardians must be Polar customers.

Foundation for Rural Services (FRS) Scholarships:

FRS was established in 1994 and, along with the National
Telecommunications Cooperative Association (NTCA), promotes,
educates and advocates to the public rural telecommunications
issues. Polar is proud to be a member of NTCA and supports
FRS in this worthy endeavor. If a graduating high school

senior from our service area is selected for one of the FRS
national scholarships ($2,000 each), Polar will contribute

an additional $500, bringing the FRS award to $2,500.

In addition, the FRS will award four $5,000 Staurulakis
Family Scholarships with a preference to those applicants
who plan to major in math, science, engineering or medicine;
two $1,500 TMS Scholarships; one $2,500 Everett

Kneece Return to Rural America Scholarship and the West
Kentucky and Tennessee Telecommunications Cooperative

Scholarship awarding up to $15,000 to rural students.

Polar has simplified the application process for high
school seniors to apply for all seven scholarship programs
using one application. All scholarship applications

must be sent to Polar by February 16, 2016.

2016 Youth Tour to Washington, D.C.

The Foundation for Rural Service’s (FRS) annual Youth Tour is one of the most visible
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examples of the foundation’s involvement with, and commitment to, rural youth. This years
Youth Tour will be held June 4-8, 2016. Each year, in collaboration with NTCA member
companies, FRS brings rural students from across the United States to Washington, D.C.,
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for a four-day tour of some of the most historical sites in the nation. While there, students
also learn about the telecommunications industry, as well as the regulatory and legislative
processes. Educational sessions on these topics are greatly enhanced by site visits to the
U.S. Capitol and the FCC to meet with industry leaders and members of Congress. The

students are also given ample time to explore the nation’s capital and its many attractions.

To qualify, the student’s parents must be subscribers of Polar, and the student must be
age 16 or 17 years old at the time of the Youth Tour. Along with submitting an application,
students are required to write an essay on modern technology. Deadline for entries is
March 1, 2016. Applications can be obtained from your high school guidance counselor or

online at www.thinkpolar.com.

Please encourage students to participate in these great opportunities. Applications and information can be found on Polar’s website at
www.thinkpolar.com. For questions on any of the scholarships, please contact Carol LaHaise at 701-284-4361 or email: clahaise@polartel.com.
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A new choice in TV

entertainment is here!

Live broadcast TV | Movies | TV Episodes | Music | Games | & More

YourTV allows you to access live, local channels plus hundreds of video, 2000+ CHANNELS'
music and gaming options over your Polar broadband Internet connection via H
streaming. Streaming is a term used to describe how content (a movie or TV

episode for example) is delivered to your TV, over the Internet — as opposed only $1 9.95/month

to more traditional methods of watching content, like over-the-air antennas or ; .
cable TV. Includes set up for 1 device. Additional

devices will be charged a one-time $25

With YourTV you will be able to watch your Polar Cablevision local community activation fee per unit. There is no limit
to the number of devices you may have.

access channels, local school channels and all of your local network channels

in high-definition. You will also have access to a wide range of free channels,

subscribe to popular streaming services—like Netflix and Hulu—rent the latest INCLUDES THESE POLAR CABLEVISION CHANNELS:

TV episode, or own a major blockbuster. You'll have a ton of movies and TV Community Channels (2)  WDAYZ Xera!

episodes to choose from, and innovative features that make it simple to stream. cw MeTV

Local/Regional Weather WDAZ/ABC HD

Titan Vision KVLY/NBC HD
YourTV works with current generation Roku 3 players and Roku’s Streaming Stick. Aggie Vision KXJB/CBS HD

Tornado Vision KBRR/FOX HD

« Roku Box - $99.00
« Roku Stick - $49.00

Equipment prices subject to change.

Raider Vision

KGFE/PBS HD

« Self Install - free

+ Professional Install - cost varies depending on time and materials used
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DIRECTORY UPDATES

Alliance Steam Cleaning  Hoople 701-894-6317
Anderson Jason A PO Box 708 Pembina.... 701-825-6694
Arthur's Barn 1907 155 Ave SE Arthur 701-967-8354
Berdahl June 206 Park St W Cavalier 701-265-4479
Bilan Volodymry 208 Broadway N Michigan ... 701-259-2162
Brown Easton 7080 130 Ave NE Park River 701-284-6535
Burchill Thomas & Shelly 124 North Star Dr Park River... 701-284-6838
Cahoon Julie & Delon 1907 155th Ave SE Arthur ... 701-967-8354
Carter Jace 366 6 Ave Walcott 701-469-2059
Cavalier Lumber & Design Center LLC

502 Division Ave S Cavalier 701-265-4495
Cavalier Lumber & Design Center LLC

502 Division Ave S Cavalier 701-265-4787
Chambers CC & Alisha 118 S Cantan Ave Hensel.....e. 701-657-2148
Debay Tiffany  res Park River. 701-284-6358
Dobmeier Kellen J. 107 Maple St Park RiVer..........wernne 701-284-7039
Eklund Dorothy 202 Hill Ave N Park RIVEr ... 701-284-6193
Fahey Dennis & Gretta  Lakota 701-247-2105
Fay Patrick & Jamie 1746 160 StWOIVEItON...ccvevvcerrersrrsersers 218-995-2035
Ford Matt 504 E 1 Ave S Cavalier 701-265-3735
Frith Delores B PO Box 258 MiIChiGan.....ceeveerserrsersersersersees 701-259-2149
Gennaro John 2288 McCanna St E McCanna.. 701-397-5256
Gomke Melanie 125 3 Ave Arthur 701-967-8382
Gorski David A res Pembina 701-825-6470
Grandalen Deanna 203 W 1 Ave N Cavalier.....mnnn 701-265-4103
Grossman Ken & Roxanne  Walcott 701-469-2070
Grzadzieleski Thomas 1242 180 Ave Drayton.......we. 218-455-3210
Gully's Bar &Grill -~ 224 2 St Hoople 701-894-6336
Gunderson Barb Photography 108 Oak View Dr Cavalier......701-265-3315
Gurley Rhonda 142 4 St Walcott 701-469-2041
Gustafson Kevin -~ 12264 66 St NE Adams... 701-944-2257
Hansel Dan & Pauline PO Box 129 Gilby 701-869-2343
Heigaard Nathan 502 Hilltop Dr Park RIVEr ... 701-284-6310
Hoople Grocery  Hoople 701-894-6564
Howen Karen 110 6 St W Michigan 701-259-2169
Hoyles Todd &Darla 15257 91st ST NE Hamilton......ceeens 701-265-4307
Jarvis CassandraC 207 E 2 Ave S Cavalier .. 701-265-4174
Jehlik James and Cari 874 7 St Walcott 701-469-2009
Jensen Joshua 108 Dewey Ave Wolverton .. .218-995-2036
Johnson Dylan 135 County Road 34 Arthur 701-967-8336
K-Line Industries, LLC 700 Division Ave S Cavalier............... 701-265-4517
Koehler John & Michelle 100 Garden Rd Cavalier Afs 701-993-8488
Kosobud John & Dorothy  res Park River 701-284-6471
Krom Jennifer 508 W Wallace Ave Drayton.......... 701-454-3883
Langerud Robert 320 2 Ave N EdINDUIG...oovvcvrsrrserrersrrersens 701-993-8128
Laxdal Bryce 310 E 3 Ave S Cavalier 701-265-3385
Lende Michael J 2471 4 Ave E HUNEE oo 701-874-2448
Lingstad Tanner  res Fordville 701-229-3202
Loftsgard Shelby 307 Hill Ave N Park River... 701-284-6041
Lopez Monica 504 E 1st Ave S Cavalier .701-265-3379
Lundquist Nicholas 607 3 Ave Adams 701-944-2434
Mahar Robert 903 Grace Ave Cavalier . ... eererseersersees 701-265-4855
Mayer George 5162 Highway 35 Whitman ... 701-259-2224
Mazessel Pearl 512 Searns Ave Aneta 701-326-4277
McPherson Kevin & Keri 615 5 Ave Petersburg ... 701-345-8207
Melland Jason 303 W Mill Ave Drayton 701-454-3507
Metzger Shannon &Kelli 100 2 St Christine .701-998-2034
Mosolf Clarice 509 Almeron Ave Drayton 1-454-6442
Neumann Titus & Hilary 10536 34 St NE LakKOta..oeveerrsrrnens 701-247-2146
Noriega Lori 16175 County Road 2 WalCOTE ... 701-469-2049

res Lankin
133 3 Ave E Hunter
Ottesen Delores Mitzie  res Arthur
PeckaJ 1001 Park St W Park River
Pengilly Larry & Kristine 8157 109 Ave NE Nekoma ...
Pipkin William & Nicole  Cavalier
208 Summit Ave S Park RIVET ...
461 N 5 St Pembina
113 Main St W Cavalier..
414 Main St E Cavalier
PO Box 72 Hunter
634 3 St Walcott
509 3 St W Lakota
225 2 SEW HUNTET wcovvvrvrrsrvesnreseresnensns
res Arthur
318 Maine St Christine
505 W Highway 66 Drayton
Stabo Tim & Kristin -~ 112 Veterans Ave S Park River
Stegman Diane  res Cavalier
Thibault Lance 708 Spraker Dr Cavalier Afs........oeecevrs.
515150 Ave SE Clifford
Waechter Leighton  res Drayton
10649 Old Hwy 81 Pembina.....ccceeeereersees
242 4 Ave W Hunter

Novak Brogan

Olson Brittany

Praska Guy
Ramos Jesus

Red Door Designs
Salch Whitney M
Schmaltz Lucas
Schmidt David
Schmidt Travis R
Schroeder Melissa R
Schroeder Rob
Sharp Karen

Simons Steve

Volla Dallas

Warner Dennis
Wessels Darrel

701-593-6100
701-874-2205
701-967-8357
701-284-6887
701-949-2121
701-265-4770
701-284-6492
701-825-6601
701-265-3399
701-265-4002
701-874-2227
701-469-2131
701-247-2696
701-874-2100
701-967-8582
701-998-2998
701-454-3313
701-284-7036
701-265-3747
701-993-8162
701-488-2254
701-454-3315
701-825-6360
701-874-2244
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. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
110 4th St. E, Park River

GENERAL MANAGER/CEO

¥®% Stop in and enjoy cookie
David L. Dunning '

cider and coffee!



